With 2026 now underway, the celebration of America’s 250th anniversary of independence is
officially in full swing! Over the coming months, the Town will be sharing a series of articles
exploring key events that took place throughout each month of 1776. We hope these stories
inspire readers to learn more about our history.

In Januarg 1776, the American colonies reached a turning Point inthe
Revolutionarg era as events and ideas Pusnecl them closer to
inclel:)enclence. The Publication of T homas [aine’s (Common Sense
glvanized Public oPinion bg boldlg arguing for sel:)aration from

ritain and rejecting monarcng altogetner.

T]ﬁat same mont]ﬁ, escalating conflict underscored the seriousness
of the struggle. Much of Norfolk, \/irginia, was clestrogecl bg fire
Fo”owing Pritish naval bombardment, colonial leaders took stronger
action against lggalists, and American forces continued |<e9 militarg
efforts, including strengtnening their Position outside Poston.

Meanwhile, Political debate intensified in the Second Continental
Congress as independence became an increasinglg acceptecl goal.

59 the end of Januarg 1776, the colonies were no longer simplg
Protesting Pritish rule, tneg were moving decisivelg toward the
creation of a new nation.

To learn more on Thomas Paine: Thomas Paine - Common Sense F.


https://www.gutenberg.org/files/147/147-h/147-h.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com

