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As winter lingered, so did the growing certainty that the colonies stood at a
crossroads. féebruarg brougnt clarit9 where Januarg had brought anger.

T homas [aine’s (_ommon Sense continued to circulate raPic” , reaciin
farmers, craftsmen, and soldiers alike. Jts arguments cha“engee[LJ |ong~he|
logalties and made a radical idea seem reasonable: that a distant king had no
rigntFul claim to rule a free People across an ocean.

T he Second (ontinental Congress felt the shift. Though inclePenclence had

not yet been declarecl, Congress acted as if reconciliation was no longer the
goaﬁ It exl;)ande& the Continental Navy and authorized more privateers,
encouraging American shiPs to seize Pritish suppl vessels. | hese actions
whent begoncl Protest ~ tl‘leg were the acts of a Peop?e Preparing to stand on
their own.

Meanwnile, British control of the seas and major Ports tigntenecl the pressure.
(_oastal towns lived with the constant threat of bombardment, while inEncl
communities braced for shortages and disruption. [“ach Pritish action meant
to restore order instead hardened colonial resolve. T he reality of war made
neutralitg iml:)ossible; individuals and colonies were forced to c%oose sides.

bg the end of [ebruary 177, independence was not yet official, but it was

becoming inevitable. | he colonies were learning to govern, Fight, and think for

themselves. What began as resistance was transgorming into revolution - and

]‘Ehe idea of an inclepenclent America was no longer adream, but a gathering
orce.



