
Where the Old West Lives On—
 Welcoming a New Year in the Desert

January in Wickenburg arrives with
crisp mornings, wide blue skies, and a
renewed sense of possibility as the
community steps into a brand-new
year together.

With holiday decorations giving way to
open vistas and cool desert air, town
life settles into a steady winter rhythm.
Days are filled with outdoor gatherings,
seasonal events, and the simple
pleasure of sunshine that invites
neighbors to linger a little longer and
visitors to feel right at home.

This is a time for reflection and forward
momentum—honoring the traditions
that shaped the past while embracing
the opportunities ahead. 

In Wickenburg, the new year isn’t just a
turning of the calendar; it’s a chance to
build upon our shared values,
strengthen community connections,
and continue the story of the Old West
spirit that lives on here every day.
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Welcome to the New Year, Wickenburg Style!

As we turned the calendar to January, Wickenburg greeted the new year with clear desert skies, cool
mornings, and a strong sense of community that makes our town such a very special place to call home.
The energy, connection, and Western hospitality we shared in 2025 will certainly be carried on throughout
2026.

January brings with it exciting opportunities to gather, explore, and celebrate all that Wickenburg has to
offer. One of the highlights of this month is the Fly-In and Classic Car Show at the Wickenburg Municipal
Airport on Saturday, January 17, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. This event captures our town’s unique blend
of history, aviation, and classic Americana. It is always a favorite for residents and visitors, and we hope
you will make plans to attend.

As we look ahead to February, the ever-popular Gold Rush Days is February 11-15 featuring a parade,
artisans fair, senior pro rodeo, classic car show, carnival, and more. Details may be found at:
Annual Events | Wickenburg, AZ.

Along with these signature events, the Town of Wickenburg’s Recreation Program continues to offer a wide
variety of activities, classes, and engagement opportunities for all ages. From fitness, children and youth
programs, special events, to community gatherings, there is something for everyone. Please visit
https://wickenburgaz.gov/DocumentCenter for the winter Parks and Programs Guide.

In order not to miss out on wonderful opportunities to get involved, stay active, and enjoy all that our
community has planned in the weeks ahead, please visit the Town events calendar at: 
Calendar • Wickenburg • CivicEngage.

As a reminder, supporting our local economy is one of the best ways to invest in the future of our town. It is
important to shop local, dine local, and support local. Every dollar spent here helps sustain the businesses,
families, nonprofits, and our town.

Please stay up to date by visiting Wickenburg AZ - Official Website | Official Website and scrolling down to
“Latest News.”

On behalf of the Town Council and Town staff, I sincerely wish you a happy, healthy, and wonderfully
blessed 2026.

Mayor:  BG Bratcher

155 N Tegner St
Wickenburg, AZ 85390
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bbratcher@wickenburgaz.gov

BG Bratcher, Mayor
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwickenburgaz.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckcrutchfield%40wickenburgaz.gov%7C15514d9e73914e51c77c08de4b421cf8%7C7a93cc56167f4e358ee0c9de525ab104%7C0%7C0%7C639030944491221246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mH9TMLJojBkFa4NCJ3kCxD0LsafcBRfmctBPbPFU9TY%3D&reserved=0
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Department Updates
Budget Report

Fiscal Year 2025-2026
December 2025 
Local Sales Tax
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With a predicted decline in local sales tax revenue, the Town of
Wickenburg built a fiscally conservative budget for 2025-26. The
adopted budget was constructed in anticipation of revenue
declines and included no new staff additions and control over
department expenditures.



Department Updates
The Bottom Line



Department Updates
Community Development

Code Enforcement Summary – December
The Code Enforcement team recently handed out thank-you cards to recognized business
properties that exemplify “The Wickenburg Way” by taking pride in maintaining clean, safe, and
well-kept properties. These efforts help preserve the character and charm of our community and do
not go unnoticed.

In addition, Code Enforcement served one administrative warrant related to an abandoned
property, continuing the Town’s commitment to addressing long-standing issues and maintaining
neighborhood standards for the benefit of residents and businesses alike.
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In January 1776, the American colonies reached a turning point in the
Revolutionary era as events and ideas pushed them closer to
independence. The publication of Thomas Paine’s Common Sense
galvanized public opinion by boldly arguing for separation from
Britain and rejecting monarchy altogether.

That same month, escalating conflict underscored the seriousness
of the struggle. Much of Norfolk, Virginia, was destroyed by fire
following British naval bombardment, colonial leaders took stronger
action against Loyalists, and American forces continued key military
efforts, including strengthening their position outside Boston. 

Meanwhile, political debate intensified in the Second Continental
Congress as independence became an increasingly accepted goal.

By the end of January 1776, the colonies were no longer simply
protesting British rule, they were moving decisively toward the
creation of a new nation.

To learn more on Thomas Paine: Thomas Paine - Common Sense

With 2026 now underway, the celebration of America’s 250th anniversary of independence is
officially in full swing! Over the coming months, the Town will be sharing a series of articles
exploring key events that took place throughout each month of 1776. We hope these stories
inspire readers to learn more about our history.

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/147/147-h/147-h.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com


The Town of Wickenburg’s story is deeply rooted in the spirit of the Old West, and that spirit was
on full display during the height of the dude ranch era, particularly from the 1920s through the
1950s. Founded in 1863 after the discovery of gold along the Hassayampa River, Wickenburg
grew from a mining settlement into a hub of ranching, rail travel, and eventually tourism,
drawing visitors seeking an authentic Western experience.

As mining waned, ranch life and hospitality took center stage. Wickenburg became nationally
known for its dude ranches. These ranches attracted guests from across the country, especially
from colder climates, who came to enjoy horseback riding, desert sunshine, and a taste of
cowboy life during the winter months.

New Year’s celebrations during this golden age of dude ranching were lively, communal, and
unmistakably Western. Rather than formal galas, the New Year was welcomed with ranch-style
festivities that emphasized camaraderie, music, and good food. Guests and locals alike gathered
for hearty dinners featuring chuckwagon-style meals, steaks cooked over open fires, beans,
biscuits, and plenty of coffee, or something a little stronger for those inclined!

Evenings often included live Western music, fiddles and guitars echoing across the desert night,
with impromptu dancing in lodge halls or under the stars. Storytelling was a staple of the
celebration, as ranch hands and longtime residents swapped tales of desert adventures, mining
days, and cowboy lore while counting down the final moments of the year.

At midnight, celebrations were simple but heartfelt handshakes, toasts, and good-natured
wishes for health, good horses, and prosperous cattle herds in the year ahead. On New Year’s
Day, the festivities continued with early morning rides, trail excursions, and sometimes friendly
competitions like roping demonstrations, horse races, or shooting contests, showcasing the
skills that defined Western life.

These celebrations reflected what Wickenburg has always been about - connection, hospitality,
and a deep respect for tradition. While the dude ranch era has evolved, its legacy lives on in the
town’s events, Western celebrations, and the enduring pride residents take in preserving the
Old West way of life. 

Welcoming the New Year in Wickenburg has long been less about spectacle and more about
shared experience, a tradition that continues to shape the community today.

Wickenburg:
History,  Legends & Lore



Town News

Your Town of Wickenburg Receives National Budget Award

 The Town of Wickenburg has been recognized by the Government Finance Officers
Association (GFOA) with the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for its FY26

budget. This national honor reflects the Town’s commitment to transparency, sound
financial planning, and clear communication with residents. The award recognizes

budgets that meet the highest standards as a policy document, financial plan,
operations guide, and communication tool, 

placing Wickenburg among leading governments across North America.

GFOA Award



The Town of Wickenburg recently adopted a comprehensive Property Maintenance Code of the
Town Code, adopted on December 1, 2025. This new code represents the Town Council’s
commitment to preserving the health, safety, and welfare of the community and increasing the
standards for the upkeep of all properties within town limits. 

The updated code provides a modern framework for addressing typical neighborhood concerns
such as weed and litter control, removal of abandoned vehicles or structures, upkeeping exteriors
of buildings, and other conditions that can impact community aesthetics, safety, and value. It
strengthens the Town’s ability to work with residents to ensure properties are maintained in a
manner that promotes clean, safe, and attractive neighborhoods. 

An important component of this update is the enhanced enforcement authority, which empowers
designated Town officials, such as code compliance staff, to issue citations for violations and to
help guide property owners toward compliance through education and, when necessary,
enforcement action. This shift underscores the Town’s proactive approach to community
stewardship while balancing fairness and public engagement. 

Overall, the newly adopted Property Maintenance Code reflects Wickenburg’s ongoing dedication
to community standards that protect property values, foster neighborhood pride, and uphold the
quality of life for residents and visitors alike.

155 N Tegner St
Wickenburg, AZ 85390
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Town News
Property Maintenance Code

Link to municipal code
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Luke West Valley Council 
Quarterly Meeting

Following the Luke West Valley Council meeting on December 18,
Mayor Bratcher participated in a flight simulator experience that
offered a unique, hands-on perspective into aviation training and
operations.



Even in moments of fun, 
teamwork remains at the heart of the

Wickenburg Fire Department!

This kind of teamwork you can’t stage... or maybe you can??
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